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RS I have the honor to report that on December 4, 1948 an
Argentine Commission composed of General Otto H. HELBLING; Colonel S
of Engineers, Maximino ARES; Major Julio F.B. LUKARDO; Samuel DVORSKIN,
" Surveyor; and ¥r. Emilio Alejandro CASSINI, Secretary of the Comm1331on.i ‘
. . Press announcements stated that General Helbling is one of the most emi~ = -
‘nent military geodetical experts of the Argentine Republic. The press '
© stated further that having been a former artlllery officer, he dedicated
“himself to the study of geodetics and topography, pursuing special courses .
-in those subjects at the Escuela de Guerra in Argentina. More recently he - - -
. pre31ded at the Fourth Internatlonal Meeting of - Cartonraphy attended by
'.vde;egates of all of the Amerlcan nations., :

: In descrlbing the purpose of the- v151t the Argentlne Delegatlon :
stressed that very frequently public opinion confuses the- termﬁdellmltatlon"..-..
with "demarcation" in connection with the work which the Mixed Commission
is to perform. He went on to say that there is no question of boundaries.
between Bolivia and the Argentine Republic, but that the Commissions were
undertaking the work of demarcation and the placing of boundary posts and ' :

_ that the exact situation of these posts would be 1ocated on. a cartographlc o

- map,_ as well as the course of the’ frontler line.. - : '

In rephy to a direct guestion, the head of the Argentlne Commis— o
sion stated that this visit had nothing to do with the frontier in the . '
Villazén-La Quiaca region where a recent frontier incident-took place, =
since at that point the 1nternat10na1 boundary is Drec1sely 1nd1cated by '
the course of the river, . .

It is understood that the Argentine Comm1salon w1ll remaln in
" Bolivia until about December 20 before returning to Buenos Aires,- Durlng
their sojourn here the Bolivian Commission which will work with them is -
composed of General Abelardo PRIETIO, lMajor Humberto MELAZZINI, and Mr. . . .
.Jorge MARIACA Pando. The. bollVlans stressed in the press that there 1s -
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" 'no conflict Whatsoe{rer in the work which the Commission will undert-ake. _
Following the arrival of the Commission, a courtesy call was
_ made by.its members on the President of the Republic and on December 6
the two Commissions began their work, the purpose of which is to fix -
;the locatlon of boundary posts on certam parts of r,he .f.'rontler. ) ’

Respectfully yo_urs, -

~ - o - Joseph Flack

JFlan/ga '

cc: - Amembassy, Buenos Aires
_'cc:  Spencer M. King, Esquire,
Bolivian Desk, NWC.
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